BEST NEW FREE SITES 2010: April 2010
AFRICA:
NEW UCLA GLOBALIZATION RESEARCH CENTER FOR AFRICA: 
http://www.globalization-africa.org/index.php

100 NEW SEARCH ENGINES FOR THE SERIOUS SCHOLAR AND STUDENT:
http://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2010/03/100-time-saving-search-engines-for-serious-scholars/
RESEARCH TIPS FOR WRITING AND RESEARCHING PAPERS:

6 TOP REFERENCE SITES TO WRITE A WINNING RESEARCH PAPER:
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/6-top-reference-sites-write-winning-research-paper/

AND:

TOP TOOLS -- ALL FREE --TO TRACK TOPICS ON THE WEB FOR WRITING A FANTASTIC RESEARCH PAPER -- and to give you ideas of topics to write about in the first place:
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/top_topic_trackers_updated.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+readwriteweb+%28ReadWriteWeb%29&utm_content=Google+Reader

DTIC   http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/search/tr/str/guided-tr.html

NTIS   http://www.ntis.gov/

GAO   http://www.gao.gov/

CBO   http://www.cbo.gov/search/pub_sitesearch.cfm

CRS : free at www.fas.org and www.opencrs.org and http://fpc.state.gov

OSTI http://www.osti.gov/

Columbia University Library Guides: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/

SAIS LIBRARY GUIDES at:  http://libguides.sais-jhu.edu/browse.php 
The School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C.
Check out, for example, the Guide on African Studies at: http://libguides.sais-jhu.edu/Africa

Discover WorldCat. One of the best resources is www.worldcat.org, a free and public catalog of more than a billion (with a "b"!) items available from more than 10,000 libraries worldwide. Best of all, you don't have to leave your dorm to use it: It's available in all modalities including online and mobile (with downloadable apps for iPhone, BlackBerry, and most Web-enabled phones). 

OAISTER:  www.oaister.worldcat.org

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (ALA):
FREE REFERENCE SITES INDEX TO 2008: http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/mars/marspubs/marsbestindex.cfm
BEST BUSINESS RESOURCES http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/brass/brassprotools/professional.cfm
BEST FREE REFERENCE SITES FOR 2009: http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/mars/marspubs/marsbestfreewebsites/marsbestfree2009.cfm
DIGITAL LIBRARY ON AMERICAN SLAVERY: http://library.uncg.edu/slavery/about.aspx

ACCESS TO FREE SCHOLARSHIP AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY:  Digital Access to Scholarship at Harvard
http://dash.harvard.edu/  A central, open access repository for the scholarly output of faculty and the broader research community at Harvard.

HARVARD AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES AT: http://dash.harvard.edu/handle/1/1/browse?value=African+and+African+American+Studies&type=department
Harvard Libraries/Museums at: 
http://dash.harvard.edu/handle/1/1/browse?value=Libraries%2FMuseums&type=department
See Biodiversity Heritage Library at: http://dash.harvard.edu/handle/1/2793856

Search past 25 years of Harper’s Magazine:  Harper’s Index
http://www.harpers.org/index/   Free Search of 25 years of Harper's Magazine.
(Do a search on Rwanda as one example)
BLOGS:
Creating Blogs and Effective Websites: a HOW TO GUIDE
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/p/creating-effective-blogs-websites.html

Links to USG Blogs organized by subject: http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/News/blog.shtml       
(links to U.S. Government blogs now arranged by subject)

http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/News/Blog/science.shtml       
U.S. Government science and technology blogs   

Blogs.com: http://www.blogs.com/ 
Blogs.com is a new service from blogging company Six Apart that helps you discover the best in blogs. You can quickly and easily find blogs by category and topic or read daily blog roundups of some of the best blog content around the Web. Top 10 Lists from celebrity bloggers and influencers also help you discover new blogs, and everyone is invited to create their own Top 10 lists to share with the community

TOP 10 Blogs in all Subject areas: http://www.blogs.com/topten/

(My thanks to Caitlin Bergin for these blog sites below:)

America.gov blogs
http://blogs.america.gov/
plus PA’s dipnote
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/by_category/category/Travel_Diary/
Non USG – but really good – TED blog  (very ambitious, lots of multimedia, Technology, Entertainment, Design!) www.ted.com for speeches in video/audio on all topics 
and also note the spreadsheet of ALL TED Talks ever given: http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=pjGlYH-8AK8ffDa6o2bYlXg&gid=0
Embassies:
Columbo - http://usembassycolombo.blogspot.com/
Warsaw - http://usembassywarsaw.wordpress.com/
Tokyo - http://japan.usembassy.gov/zblog/e/zblog-e20090908a.html
UK:
http://blogs.fco.gov.uk/roller/ukinusa/  (Note Ambassador Sheinwald’s blog has RSS, tag cloud, blogroll, evaluation, and ways to share with other social networks on bottom – you can link to it by reading about the Iftar on the homepage of the main embassy blog)
Complete Guide to Video Blogging:  http://mashable.com/2009/10/09/video-blogging/
ECONOMIC ISSUES:
OECD POLICY BRIEFS  http://www.oecd.org/findDocument/0,3354,en_2649_201185_1_119696_1_1_1,00.html 
OECD [Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development] has a sizeable research staff and publishes dozens of policy papers, reports, and related documents every year. 
This website will lead visitors directly to their archive of policy briefs, and it is one that every person with an interest in international relations, economic policy, and related matters will want to add to their collection of bookmarks. The list of briefs is arranged chronologically. Visitors can read abstracts of each document and download them. On the left side of the page, visitors can browse all of the briefs by topic, country, or view an alphabetical list of the briefs.

FEDSTATS: One stop shop for Econ Statistics: www.fedstats.gov

ECONDATA:  www.econdata.net

FREE E- BOOKS:
FREE SCIENCE  E-BOOKS: FREE SCIENCE BOOKS ONLINE: http://sciencebooksonline.info/
Science Books Online is a directory of free ebooks for all areas of science. The books range from small PDF pamphlets to full-length texts made available in electronic form for free. Most of the materials have to be downloaded in order to be viewed but there are some materials that you can view directly within your browser.

One of the best new initiatives is provided by the OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES CENTER OF CALIFORNIA, listing free e-books as well as free online courses: http://grou.ps/oercenter/
A new Web site, Open Educational Resources Center for California, brings together information on free and open textbooks and course materials in one location. Though the Web site was designed for California's community-college faculty members, it could be a useful resource for anyone trying to find learning materials in the public domain. http://grou.ps/oercenter/  Open Educational Resources Center for California
CREATIVE COMMONS BOOKS AVAILABLE: http://wiki.creativecommons.org/Books (An web site that is continually growing)
FREE E-BOOK READER MATRIX: http://wiki.mobileread.com/wiki/E-book_Reader_Matrix
7 PLACES TO FIND E BOOKS: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2010/01/seven-places-to-find-free-ebooks.html
5 best Ebook and PDF search engines  http://woorkup.com/2010/03/21/the-5-best-ebook-search-engines/
ONLINE BOOKS: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/lists.html
The Online Books Page is a searchable and browseable collection of over 25,000 English language works in various formats that are all free for personal, noncommercial use. One can search by Author and Title

SCHOLARLY BOOKS FREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS: http://content.cdlib.org/escholarship/
The eScholarship Editions collection includes almost 2000 free books from academic presses on a range of topics, including art, science, history, music, religion, and fiction. Extraordinary resource that lets you search, read, print full-texts of many high-quality scholarly books
SUBJECT LISTING OF ALL PUBLIC TITLES FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS E-SCHOLARSHIP EDITIONS: http://www.escholarship.org/editions/index_subjects.html
E BOOK READER MATRIX (very useful chart of E Readers on the Market):
http://wiki.mobileread.com/wiki/E-book_Reader_Matrix

USEFUL LINKS FOR E BOOK LOVERS: 
http://www.onlinecourses.org/2009/11/11/100-useful-links-for-ebook-lovers/

460 free audiobooks (via Hey, It's Free!)

Search a bunch of ebooks sites with AddAll (via MakeUseOf)

Free eBooks of Classic Titles

200+ Free Mathematics Books

Free eBooks at Planet eBook
Find Free eBooks On BookServer :  
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_TkhlSyyP58U/St90xoFcRZI/AAAAAAAAFAE/fFtBnnWXpAI/s400/Picture+19.png]The Internet Archive is, in general, a very good place to find all manner of free information in text, audio, image, and video formats. On Monday, the Internet Archive launched a new service called BookServer.  BookServer is a search engine for finding, borrowing, downloading, and purchasing books in digital form. A search on BookServer will yield results listing both free ebooks and ebooks for sale. I gave it a try this afternoon and was impressed by the quantity of titles that are available. That said, the BookServer's search tools could use some improvement.
Applications for Education If you or your students are willing to spend some time searching and browsing through the titles available through BookServer, you should be rewarded with some good free ebooks. 

SCIENCE and SCIENCE LESSON PLANS:
 One can now search the entire archives of Popular Science: http://www.popsci.com/archives
from the website:
"We've partnered with Google to offer our entire 137-year archive for free browsing. Each issue appears just as it did at its original time of publication, complete with period advertisements. It's an amazing resource that beautifully encapsulates our ongoing fascination with the future, and science and technology's incredible potential to improve our lives. We hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 
U.S. Government Science and Technology blogs  :
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Reference_Shelf/News/Blog/science.shtml       

BioSciEdNet:  http://www.biosciednet.org/portal/ 
A DIGITAL LIBRARY PORTAL FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING IN THE BIOLOGICAL and MEDICAL SCIENCES
This impressive portal (referred to in the shorthand as "BEN"), was created by the National Science Digital Library (NSDL) in order to bring high-quality educational resources to science educators everywhere. The entire project is managed by the American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS), and the resources here total over 14,000, and they cover 77 discrete biological sciences topics. First-time visitors to the site will note that will they are not required to register to access these resources, however they may wish to do so in order to maintain a thorough list of the resources they find most useful here. The homepage is simple and to the point, and it features a "New Resources" area, and a collection of browsing options that allow users to pick out resources by type, audience, or
subject.  Persons who haven't used BEN before may wish to look at the "Using BEN" area for a bit of guidance.  (INCLUDE IN DISTANCE LEARNING SPECIFIC COURSES BIB AND MEDICAL SCIENCES BIB AND SCIENCE BIB)

Awesome Science Visualizations Videos 
The Best Science Visualization Videos of 2009 is a collection of videos depicting visualizations of some really interesting science concepts. One of the videos that I found particularly interesting was a "breaking waves" simulation.  Applications for Education The videos in this collection demonstrate concepts in biology, physics, and chemistry. 

FREE PATENT ONLINE: A Patent Database http://www.freepatentsonline.com
Searching for patents is crucial if you need to keep up to date on the innovations of a competitor, find a specialist in a research field or build your knowledgebase for a specific technology. FreePatentsOnline is a search engine of existing patents. You can use it to browse by keyword, by patenting companies or by topic.
Expert Voices Gateway: http://expertvoices.nsdl.org/
Expert Voices is a "science teaching information exchange" sponsored by theNational Science Digital Library (NSDL).  The topics covered are science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, and it's geared towards teachers of all levels, as well as students.  The blogs are divided up into three
sections: "Recent Posts", "Who Says", and "Hot Topics".  "Recent Posts" are, as they sound, the most recent entries added to blogs, with a description of the entry, as well as the blog to which it was posted.  "Who Says" lists the names of active blogs, sorted by audience level including "K12 Teachers",
"University Faculty", "Librarians", "NSDL Community", and "Informal Learners".  Some of the blogs fall into more than one of the aforementioned audience categories.  Helpfully, there a "Larger Text" option is provided on the top of the far right hand side of every page.  
World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology [pdf]
http://www.waset.org/ With academic partners located within universities from Tehran to Lamar, Texas, the World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology (WASET) sponsors a journal and numerous conferences. On their homepage, visitors can look through six primary sections, including "Notices", "Events", "Programs", "Journals", and "FAQs".  Scholars and others with a similar bent will want to take a close look at the "Journals" section. All told, the WASET publishes journals that range across the social, natural, and physical sciences, and visitors have access to various issues here. In the "Partners" area, visitors can learn about WASET's member institutions. Moving on, the "Indexes" area features an annotated selection of links to other relevant abstracting sources, like Creative Commons and the Electronic Journals Library.

BEST WEB SITES FOR SPACE AND ASTRONOMY FANS:
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/5-best-websites-for-space-and-astronomy-fans/

PLANET SCIENCE: GAMES AND LESSON PLANS:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/05/planet-science-science-games-and-lesson.html

FREE SCIENCE  E-BOOKS:
FREE SCIENCE BOOKS ONLINE: http://sciencebooksonline.info/
Science Books Online is a directory of free ebooks for all areas of science. The books range from small PDF pamphlets to full-length texts made available in electronic form for free. Most of the materials have to be downloaded in order to be viewed but there are some materials that you can view directly within your browser.
[bookmark: more] 
[image: science+netlinks] Science Netlinks. Science Netlinks offers dozens of lesson plans and online learning activities. The lessons and activities are cover a wide variety of science topics. All of the lesson plans are sorted by grade level, but you can also sort the lesson plans by science benchmark standards. A series of icons also indicates if each lesson plan has a printable worksheet, e-worksheet, or is an interactive experience. Applications for Education Science Netlinks provides science teachers with a good collection of lesson plans aligned to the benchmarks for Science Literacy. In addition to lesson plans, Science Netlinks offers a selection of reviewed resource websites for K-12 science teachers.

SCIENCE PROJECTS AND POSTERS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2008/11/science-projects-and-posters-for.html

VALUABLE COLLECTION OF SCIENCE LESSON PLANS: http://ehrweb03.aaas.org/portal/search/browse.php?step=2&nav=main&by=resourceType&filter=&value=Lesson+plan&freeResourcesOnly=no
(From the Digital Library Portal for Teaching and Learning in the Biological and Medical Sciences)

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY: SCIENCE: 
http://www.amnh.org/science/?src=toolbar
The website of the Science department at the American Museum of Natural History in New York has some great interactive features, including a video, entitled "Scientific Expeditions 2008".  Visitors should click on "See the Video", which is located front and center on the Science homepage.  To
"download the transcript" click the link above the video.  Also, the video is captioned for those who are hearing impaired. The section entitled Science at the Museum: Exploration and Discovery gives a good overview of the Science department at the museum, and the changes it has made over time.
The department consists of the following sections, accessible by clicking on the menu on the right hand side of the page: "Anthropology", "Invertebrate Zoology", "Vertebrate Zoology", "Paleontology", and "Physical Sciences". Those persons interested in hearing talks at the museum, will want to click
on "AMNH Podcasts", on the right hand side of the page, below the menu.  The latest podcast, from May 2009, features author Michael Pollan.  There are a number of ways to subscribe to the podcasts, including RSS and iTunes.

TOP 25 HEALTH AND MEDICAL SEARCH ENGINES: http://onlinenursepractitionerprograms.com/2009/top-25-health-medical-search-engines/

International Journal of Global Warming: http://www.inderscience.com/ijgw 
A new journal. The primary mission of IJGW is to bring all disciplines together for both local and global solutions to combat global warming and its consequences. IJGW focuses around nine main pillars: better remediation, better avoidance, better efficiency, better cost effectiveness, better design, better resource utilisation, better environmental quality, better energy security, and better sustainable development. It also address issues related to global changes as a direct and/or indirect result of climate modification and strategies for adaptation to such changes.

SOCIAL MEDIA:
CREATING BLOGS AND EFFECTIVE WEBSITES: A HOW TO GUIDE
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/p/creating-effective-blogs-websites.html

FREE WEB 2.0 TOOLS FOR TEACHERS: A FREE POWERPOINT
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2010/05/20-web-20-tools-for-teachers.html

Birdsall’s massive Twitter sites & tools directory (via Delicious)

Twitter 101 for Business: A Special Guide:
http://business.twitter.com/twitter101/

GOOGLE READER: 6 tips and tricks for making the most of Google Reader

62 ways to use Twitter for business

Government Twitter Directory: http://govtwit.com/

WIKI TOOLS: http://dir100.com/resource/top-100-wiki-tools-and-resources.html

Seven Things You Should Know About Cloud Computing:   An article from Educause
http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/EST0902.pdf 

More of these 7 Things you should know series may be found at: 
http://www.educause.edu/Resources/Browse/7ThingsYouShouldKnowAbout/34029

WIKIPEDIA Search Tool:  http://www.wikiwix.com

Agencies Using Facebook and Twitter "Federal Computer Week has compiled lists of the top 10 federal agencies using Facebook and Twitter."
10 WAYS to find people on TWITTER: http://mashable.com/2009/07/02/twitter-people/
The Teacher Chronicles - Web of Web 2.0 for Schools  by RICHARD BYRNE
[image: Picture+3]The Teacher Chronicles is an excellent blog  discovered through the Delicious most popular links feed. The Teacher Chronicles features posts about Web 2.0 resources that can be leveraged for classroom use. The most recent post is about using Facebook as a learning management system. What brought me to the blog though was this web of Web 2.0 resources for classroom use. The web was created using Mindmodo and is divided into 30 categories of resources. Click any element on the web to reveal specific tools for classroom use.
BLOGGING: 300+ resources to make you a WordPress expert
Cameron Chapman writes: “WordPress is one of the most popular blogging platforms available today. It’s powerful enough to be a complete CMS, has every feature or function a blogger could dream of (either built in or available via plugins or custom functions), and it’s free and open source. Here are more than 300 resources to help you master WordPress, no matter what your skill level is.”...
Webdesigner Depot, Sept. 17
Edutopia has created a new guide for the new school year. Ten Top Tips for Teaching with New Media is a free PDF download that offers some very solid advice. If you're just beginning to explore the uses of social media in your classroom, this guide is well worth downloading. If you're in an technology integration leadership role, this guide is worth distributing to your colleagues.

5 ways social media is changing our daily lives:
 http://mashable.com/2009/10/16/social-media-changing-lives/

USING CELLPHONES TO SOLVE MEDICAL PROBLEMS IN AFRICA: 
PALO ALTO, CA (KGO) -- Some Stanford University students are using cellphones to solve a big medical problem in rural Africa. And they're asking for the donation of your old mobile  
[bookmark: bodyText]Three big men on the Stanford campus are even bigger men in the African nations of Malawi and Uganda.  "We hope to save lives. We hope to make clinics run more efficiently. We hope to make the life of the community health worker easier and more efficient," said Frontline SMS Medic co-founder Nadim Mahmud.
Those community healthcare workers currently travel dozens of miles to isolated African villages to see patients -- often lugging boxes of medical records with them. The Stanford students help create a company called Frontline SMS Medic that transforms those paper records into text messages that can quickly be sent from one cellphone to another.
"Paper records can be lost and damaged. The information that you are collecting in the field might not make it back to the sort of higher level medical staff," said software developer Tom Wiltzius.
"Water goes out intermittently, Electricity goes out intermittently, but amazingly everyone's got a cellphone," said Frontline SMS Medic co-founder Lucky Gnasekara.
Malawi is one of Africa's poorest, least developed nations; 85 percent of the people live in rural areas, and most survive on a dollar a day. So the need for the new system became apparent when a fellow student visited the country last year and saw healthcare workers struggling to do their jobs.
"Members of the community fall into HIV, malaria, tuberculosis, diarrheal diseases. They're really trying to take a principled stand and help," said Gnasekara.
They buy new cellphones in-country with basic features, using credits they get from turning in old cellphones in the U.S.. The students say using smartphones would be a waste of time and technology.
"If you recycle that old iPhone through us, we'll generate enough credit to buy 20 new Nokias in country. so this is a way to take one man's junk and turn it into another man's treasure by selling that guy's old junk," said Gnasekara.  The students and their company are trying to bring a similar program to Bangladesh.
Written and produced by Eric Thomas  LINK: http://medic.frontlinesms.com/
MOBILE PHONES: EUREKA MOMENTS: HOW A LUXURY ITEM BECAME A TOOL OF GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT  (Economist, September 24, 2009)
Mobile phones, now affordable to the vast majority of people around the world, have become the single most transformative tool for development, according to Jeffrey Sachs of the Columbia University’s Earth Institute.  In Africa, “mobile money” now means financial transactions can be carried out easily even in remote areas.  Mobile phones play a huge role in micro businesses, which make up 50 to 60 percent of business globally, and as much as 90 percent in Africa.  Small businesses can more efficiently negotiate with suppliers and reduce the overhead of running their small enterprises.  There is also some evidence that mobile phones can be used to root out corruption; the article cites the example of an official in Pakistan overseeing land transfers, who randomly called the mobile numbers of buyers and sellers to find out if they had been asked to pay bribes. Currently available online at http://www.economist.com/specialreports/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14483872

≥  Other articles in the 24 Sept 2009 issue of The ECONOMIST include:
a) Mobile marvels:  Poor countries have already benefited hugely from mobile phones. Now get ready for a second round, says Tom Standage: http://www.economist.com/specialreports/displayStory.cfm?story_id=14483896
b) The mother of invention:  Network operators in the poor world are cutting costs and increasing access in innovative ways: http://www.economist.com/specialreports/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14483880

c) New uses for mobile phones could launch another wave of development: http://www.economist.com/specialreports/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14483848
d) Finishing the job: Mobile-phone access will soon be universal. The next task is to do the same for the internet: http://www.economist.com/specialreports/displaystory.cfm?story_id=14483856

One Posts’ experience with SMS; Phnom Penh's SMS Project by IRO KAREN HARTMAN
Filed under Hot Issues, Technology Travels with Karen
Posted by Karen Hartman on October 20, 2009 at 03:18 PM (UTC) 
I was fortunate to participate in EAP’s Regional IRC Directors’ Workshop in Bangkok from October 5-9. The first three days of the workshop were devoted to how to reach audiences through mobile hand-held devices, presented by IRO Mike Huff. Mike provided the participants incredibly useful insights and guidance on how to initiate outreach programs using mobile technologies. He stressed the importance of doing intensive audience research by creating “personas” of typical people who use your services and choosing and designing your media around this person’s needs. He also stressed gaining support for new projects from all of the groups that will be affected by a new media project, including embassy sections and your public audiences. I learned so much at this workshop, both from the content that Mike provided, and from what IRCs are already doing with mobile outreach in the region. 
[image: lunapic-125604744865822.jpg]I was especially enthused about a project that PAS Phnom Penh (Cambodia) has initiated. They have set up a cell phone SMS (short message service) service for contacts to receive updates via text message when they have information that the Embassy wants to share with them, especially news of upcoming programs and events. Phnom Penh IRC Director, Mr. Po Eng (featured on the left) and I had a conversation about this project, and this is what I learned during our interview. Due to the fact that Cambodia’s Internet penetration is quite low, PAS Phnom Penh decided to reach out to its audiences by using SMS. They contracted with a company called Clickatell to manage the service. Clickatell works in over 200 countries and makes it easy to send out messages to several different cell phone companies at once. The Embassy’s Web site has a page for folks to sign up for the SMS program. People are asked what kind of events or speeches they would like to be alerted to, for example, modern music, theatre, economics, political science, alumni events or educational exchange information. It costs the Embassy about 6 cents per message per cell phone, but receiving the SMS messages is free for recipients. I would be interested in knowing if any of your IRCs or Public Affairs sections are doing similar projects. If you would like to know more about this project, you can email Mr. Eng. 
INFORMATION LITERACY 
INFORMATION LITERACY and KID SITES:
ALA has several resources that address teaching students how to evaluate media sources. AASL offers KCTools, which is a research toolbox for students. Information literacy also covers the concept of critically evaluating information. 
The ALA Library has gathered resources about information literacy and teens and young adults. 
AASL also has a blog and a wiki which address the issues of information literacy as applied to K-12 schools. 
Also, ACRL has a section dedicated to information literacy for college-age students. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki.
INFO LITERACY HANDOUT FROM BOSTON UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES:
http://www.bu.edu/library/guides/ed/infolit.html
IFLA: INFORMATION LITERACY SECTION. International Federal of Library Associations. October 2009.
The primary purpose of the Information Literacy Section is to foster international cooperation in the development of information literacy education in all types of libraries and information institutions. 
Full Text:
http://www.ifla.org/en/information-literacy [HTML format, various paging].
http://www.ifla.org/en/publications/81 Publications Listing

IFLA INFORMATION LITERACY SECTION: (ABOUT)
http://www.ifla.org/en/about-information-literacy

INFORMATION SEARCHES THAT SOLVE PROBLEMS: HOW PEOPLE USE THE INTERNET, LIBRARIES, AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES WHEN THEY NEED HELP.  
Leigh Estabrook, Evans Witt, and Lee Rainie.  Pew Internet & American Life Project and the Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  December 30, 2007.
This report is based on data from a national phone survey that questioned how people use information sources to address common problems.  Some of the major findings of the survey are:
1. More people turn to the internet for information than consult experts or family members;
1. Generation Y (ages 18-30) are leading users of libraries;
1. More than 50% of Americans use libraries;
1. Gen Y members use libraries for problem-solving; and
1. Libraries meet special needs.
“The survey results challenge the assumption that libraries are losing relevance in the internet age.”
http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/Pew_UI_LibrariesReport.pdf  
ALA: http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/issues/infolit/index.cfm 
Information Literacy – resources compiled by the Association of College and Research Libraries

ALA and ACRL’s GUIDE TO INFO LITERACY: 
http://aamesacrl.wordpress.com/subject-specific-information-literacy-standards/

ALA – has several resources that address teaching students how to evaluate media sources. AASL offers KCTools, which is a research toolbox for students. 
Information literacy also covers the concept of critically evaluating information. 
The ALA Library has gathered resources about information literacy and teens and young adults. 
AASL also has a blog and a wiki which address the issues of information literacy as applied to K-12 schools. 
Also, ACRL has a section dedicated to information literacy for college-age students. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki
http://publications.drdo.gov.in/ojs/index.php/djlit/article/viewFile/288/182    Information Literacy: Essential Skills for the Information Age. By Michael B. Eisenberg. DESIDOC Journal of Library and Information Technology, March 2008 (9 pages)
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001570/157020e.pdf Understanding Information Literacy: A Primer. By Forest Woody Horton, Jr. UNESCO, 2007 (103 pages)  
http://www.projectinfolit.org/pdfs/PIL_ProgressReport_2_2009.pdf
What Today’s College Students Say about Conducting Research in the Digital Age. By Alison J. Head and Michael B. Eisenberg, Project Information Literacy progress report, February 4, 2009 (18 pages)  
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthliteracy.html
Health Literacy – resources compiled by Medline Plus    

http://www.mlanet.org/resources/healthlit/lit_resources.html
Health Information Literacy – some resources, compiled by the Medical Library Association

7 e-learning and teaching resources: 
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/seven_e-learning_and_teaching_resources.php

5 free web sites to catch plagiarists: http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/article-checkers-5-free-websites-to-catch-the-copycats/

BIG 6 LIST OF WEB HANDOUTS AND WEB EVALUATION TOOLS HANDOUTS:  http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/big6/big6list.html#intro
INTERNET RESOURCE TOOLS:
Animated Web Search Tutorials 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_TkhlSyyP58U/S6wF-BMLylI/AAAAAAAAGE0/_BHA-HSKlmo/s400/Picture+19.png]Vaughn Memorial Library at Acadia University hosts four free animated tutorials designed to teach lessons on web research strategies. The four tutorials are Credible Sources Count, Research It Right, Searching With Success, and You Quote It, You Note It.

In Credible Sources Count students learn how to recognize the validity of information on the Internet. It's a good tutorial except for a strong emphasis on using domain names for determining validity.

Research It Right walks students through the process of forming a research question through the actual research steps.

Searching With Success shows students how search engines function. The tutorial gives clear examples and directions for altering search terms.

You Quote It, You Note It shows students what plagiarism is and how to avoid accidentally plagiarizing someone's work. 
Applications for Education
These animated tutorials are probably best suited to older elementary school students and middle school students. The tutorials provide a good base to build further lessons upon. 

 short guide to 15 tools and strategies for helping your students (and your colleagues) improve their Internet search results.  
FREE WEBSITE TOOLS:
[image: Picture+11]Weebly is a very intuitive and feature rich platform for creating a free website.  Weebly is now officially entered into the education market with a free service designed specifically teachers and students. Weebly for Education includes all of the intuitive website-building and blogging tools found on Weebly plus features built specifically for education. Weebly for Education offers bulk creation of student accounts (up to 40 for free) which teachers can manage and moderate. Students can create their own websites and blogs using the accounts that you create for them. Unlike a lot of free services in the website building market, Weebly does not place any advertising your website.
Applications for Education:
Weebly for Education looks like it will be an excellent option for those who want their students to create a digital portfolio of their work. Weebly for Education could also be a great platform for introducing students to blogging in a safe and secure environment. If Weebly for Education doesn't offer you what you're looking for, you may want to try one of these other platforms for creating a free website. By RICHARD BYRNE
KIDS SITES:
A USG WEB SITE:  www.Kids.gov
Learning Games for Kids offers games for mathematics as well as many other content areas. 
The Grammar Practice Park produced by Harcourt School Publishers provides 12 games for students in grades three, four, and five.

19. The British Council's Learn English website offers 69 interactive activities for learning the rules of grammar. The activities are not listed by grade level so you will have to preview them to determine which activities are best suited for your students.
Most of the games on Learning Games for Kids can be played directly on the website although some do link out to other sources.

Learn With Math Games is a site that I like because it offers online games as well as PDF templates for games that teachers and students can play in their classrooms. 
Learn With Math Games is organized by grade level and by mathematics topic.
Playing History is a collection of 128 games related to topics in US and World History as well as civics and geography. The games come from a variety of sources across the web. Feedback on every game and suggestions for future additions are welcomed by the hosts of the site. Visitors to Playing History can search for games by using the tag cloud, by using the search box, or just browse through the entire list.

Think About History is a fun trivia game on History.com. The object of the game is to cross the playing board by correctly answering a sequence of history trivia questions. The game has multiple levels that get progressively more difficult throughout the game. The questions on Think About History are a mix of video-based and text-based questions. The game can be played as an individual game or a two player game.

National Geographic Kids has a wide variety of games, puzzles, and activities for students of elementary school age. National Geographic Kids has nine games specifically for developing geography skills.

Learning Together offers four activities for learning about the geography of the United States. Learning Together also offers a game about world geography and a game about European geography.

Brain Bashers offers visitors a nice selection of word games, logic games, and puzzles. Brain Bashers is updated regularly with many games that change daily and new games added every week.Brain Bashers was developed and is maintained by Kevin Stone. Kevin Stone is a mathematics teacher in England.

The Discovery Channel website lets you test your trivia knowledge while playing the same quizzes the contestants on Cash Cab play. Play the Cash Cab quiz game and earn fictitious money for every question you answer correctly. Answer three questions incorrectly and the game is over.

ALA’s Great Web Sites for KIDS: http://www.ala.org/gwstemplate.cfm?section=greatwebsites&template=/cfapps/gws/default.cfm
and:
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2009/august2009/gws_alsc.cfm
and:
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/library/alarecommends/recommendedwebsites.cfm
	Kids Past - History eBooks and History Games 
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_TkhlSyyP58U/Sti0G6K5beI/AAAAAAAAE-s/_4VHAzNQ7JM/s400/Picture%2B20.png]Kids Past has put together an easy-to-read World History "textbook" for kids. Kids Past also offers five history games to which students can apply the knowledge the find in the textbook. The textbook and games correspond to each other.
Applications for Education: The Kids Past World History textbook could be a nice supplement to a classroom textbook or lesson. A teacher could use the games as a review activity for students. With the congruence between the textbook and the games a student could have two browser tabs or windows open and refer back to the textbook when they get stuck on a question. Educational games like those offered on Kids Past can be super opportunities to assess a student's learning in an informal environment that they enjoy. Educational games are also a method of allowing students to progress at a self-determined pace.
 


KEEPING UP WITH NEW TECHNOLOGY:

Free Web 2.0 TOOLS FOR TEACHERS: A FREE POWERPOINT: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2010/05/20-web-20-tools-for-teachers.html

50 must-listen lectures for tech lovers:  http://www.onlineuniversities.com/blog/2009/09/50-must-listen-to-lectures-for-tech-lovers/
FREE VIDEO: Did you know 4.0 SHIFT HAPPENS 
This is another official update (4:45) to the original (2008) Shift Happens video (8:28). This completely new Fall 2009 version includes facts and stats focusing on the changing media landscape, including convergence and technology, and was developed in partnership with the Economist. Content by XPLANE, the Economist, Karl Fisch, Scott McLeod, and Laura Bestler....
Twelve Essentials for Technology Integration on June 1, 2009 has viewed and downloaded at least 7500 times.  
SPREADSHEET OF EVERY TED TALK EVER GIVEN!
http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=pjGlYH-8AK8ffDa6o2bYlXg&gid=0

10 USEFUL VIDEO SITES TO TEACH YOU TECH SKILLS:
http://www.techradar.com/news/world-of-tech/10-useful-video-sites-to-teach-you-new-tech-skills-640740


 LATEST GOOGLE PRODUCTS AND INVENTIONS:
Google Tools: HOW TO USE: 
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/p/google-tools-tutorials.html

Google for Teachers and Researchers by Richard Byrne: 
http://tinyurl.com/ylghfo9

Google for Researchers by Amanda Dinscore, Librarian at the California State University Libraries:
http://libguides.csufresno.edu/google

All About Google: Google Blogs: http://googland.blogspot.com/

10 Google Search Tricks: http://tinyurl.com/ykvve33

Google Fast Flip http://fastflip.googlelabs.com/ 
Visual news scanning
GOOGLE SEARCH ESSENTIALS FOR JOURNALISTS: 
http://sites.google.com/site/aujournalists/smarter-search
(Thanks to IRO Wendy Simmons for notifying me of this site)

GOOGLE FOR EDUCATORS: http://www.google.com/educators/p_websearch.html

Google SketchUp 7.1
http://sketchup.google.com/product/newin7.html
Want to draw an IRC or what an American Corner might look like? It can happen with Google SketchUp. The 3D modeling program offers users the ability to use basic shapes in order to create a number of different objects, including buildings and other structures. One particularly nice feature of the program is that visitors can also add textures to simulate wood, concrete, and grass. After that, users can also see their models in Google Earth, if they so desire. This version is compatible with computers running Windows XP or Vista and Macs running OS X 10.4 and newer

GOOGLE LAUNCHES NEW E BOOK READER:
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,566705,00.html 
 "Google is launching a new service for booksellers next year called Google Editions, which will let readers buy books and read them anywhere on gadgets ranging from cell phones to possibly e-book devices."
GOOGLE TRANSLATE: http://translate.google.com/#
Complete Guide to GOOGLE WAVE: http://completewaveguide.com/guide/The_Complete_Guide_to_Google_Wave
[bookmark: 6]
Google Wave - Initial Impressions  by Richard Byrne of FREE TECHNOLOGY FOR TEACHERS.
http://freetech4teachers.com
Google Wave has been much talked about since Google initially introduced the concept earlier this year.  . It's much like a message board only it can work in real-time. In fact, it's so real-time that you see the other people typing each letter and word. The widgets that you can add to a Wave allow you to have threaded conversations about a map, poll, video, or other media file.    
Collaborate on Translations in Translator Toolkit  by Richard Byrne
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_TkhlSyyP58U/S0YxNX0IJsI/AAAAAAAAFiY/Y2_FEuD6m1k/s400/Picture+10.png]The Google Translator Toolkit is a nice platform for quickly translating large chunks of text or entire webpages. You can use it by copying and pasting text you've written or you can paste a url and translate an entire webpage. The automatic translations are not perfect so the Translator Toolkit allows you to edit the translation. When you're translating, you will see the original document and the translated document side by side. Today, Google announced that you can now chat with collaborators while you're working on translations. The chat function in the Translator Toolkit works just like that the chat function in Gmail.
To learn more about the Google Translator Toolkit, watch the video below.
Applications for Education
The Google Translator Toolkit could be used by foreign language students to work together on the translation of documents. Teachers could develop practice activities using the Toolkit in which they post documents with translation errors and ask students to identify and correct the errors.

Here are some related items that may be of interest to you:
CAPL - Images for Language Lessons
Study Spanish - Free Lessons With Progress Tracking
Story Place - Digital Stories in English and Spanish
Google Wave Use Cases: Education by RICHARD BYRNE
[image: http://www.readwriteweb.com/images/wave_logo_sep09.jpg]Google Wave is a much hyped new Internet-based communications and collaboration platform. It was announced at the end of May, released as a 'Preview' product shortly after and 100,000 more invites were made available at the end of September. Early users reported mixed feelings. But one month after Google Wave was opened to tens of thousands of people, how are people using it now? What use cases are being discovered? We started this series by looking at the education sector.
[image: http://www.readwriteweb.com/images/wave_education1.jpg]
A Google For Rural Africa
By Bruce Upbin, 07.23.09, 06:00 PM EDT 
A project called QuestionBox brings answers to remote parts of the developing world.
 OXFORD, England -- Jonathan Gosier, one of the TED Fellows at the conference here, presented his project called QuestionBox that promises to bring answers to the curious in the most remote parts of the developing world. Gosier started by asking the question, how do we know what people want to know? Google knows what we want to know, and builds its search engine around those requests, but that service covers those of us in rich countries with widespread access to PCs and broadband. What about in rural Uganda? 
With the help from the Grameen Foundation and a not-for-profit called OpenMind he staffed up a small call-center where mobile phone owners can call up and ask about weather, history, science, whatever they want. For those with no phones, QuestionBox sends men and women in easily identifiable T-shirts and hats into villages to take people's questions. Gosier showed a sweet video in which a farmer in Uganda walked into a town, and asked a volunteer sitting by a hut if the Egyptian pyramids were still standing. The volunteer got on the phone, registered the question with the call center, and gave the man the answer he wanted. Smiles all around. Check it out at questionbox.org.
[bookmark: 2]

Google Sidewiki Makes the Whole Web a Wiki  by Richard Byrne 
[image: Picture+13]The big news from coming from Google today was the release of Google Sidewiki. Sidewiki allows you to comment, annotate, and edit any webpage. To use Sidewiki you must have the latest version of the Google Toolbar installed on Firefox (v.2+) or Internet Explorer (v.6
I can see some educational uses for Sidewiki.
Here's how Sidewiki works; start by installing the latest version of the Google Toolbar (NOT ON OPEN NET– only at home to play around with this app)
Find the little Sidewiki button in the toolbar and click on it. When you click the Sidewiki button a left-hand column will appear on whichever page you're viewing at the moment. In the left-hand column you can write in your comments, annotations, and edits to the content displayed on the page you're viewing. If other people have done the same, their comments, annotations, and edits will also appear in that left-hand column.

[image: Side+wiki+demo]
The video below provides a short overview of Google Sidewiki.
SIDEWIKI Applications for Education
Google Sidewiki could be a useful tool for teaching lessons on evaluating value, bias, and legitimacy of a website. The sidebar could be used as a place for students to comment on sections of a website that they identify as containing bias or inaccuracies. 
[bookmark: 1]
Climate Change Tours in Google Earth  by Richard Byrne
[image: Picture+16]Today, Google released three new tours in its Explore Climate Change series. The new tours explore the actions of organizations to prevent or adapt to climate change in different parts of the world. These tours include the World Wildlife Foundation's efforts in the peatland swamps of Borneo, Greenpeace's actions to prevent deforestation of the Amazon, and Conservation International's efforts to reduce deforestation in Madagascar. The tours can be viewed three ways, in Google Earth, in the Google Browser plug-in, or through YouTube. The tour of Borneo's peatland swamps is embedded below.

 LIBRARIES:

ALA’s INDEX TO LIBRARIAN RESOURCES: http://www.ala.org/ala/professionalresources/atoz/index.cfm
INFORMATION AND LIBRARY SCIENCE RESEARCH GUIDE: UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT ALBANY: http://library.albany.edu/subject/LISreferencepage_main.html
Library of Congress:  Largest Digital Library Collection: 
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-10-09-voa15.cfm

From the 2009 ALA PreConference on Digitzation:
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/irrt/irrtcommittees/irrtce/continuingeducation.cfm

ALA's 2009 Preconference on International Advances in Library Digitization now has all the Powerpoints available on their IRRT Web Site: includes the LOC's World Digital Library, as well as digitization
of newspapers and other fascinating presentations from international librarians from China, Nigeria and many other countries

BUDGETING FOR LIBRARIES: 
ALA has several resources that can help libraries with budgeting, cost analysis, and the average cost of books. For a look at library operating expenditures, consult the ALA Library’s Fact Sheet #4, which provides an annotated bibliography. Specific information about budgeting for school libraries, including information about book prices, has also been gathered by the ALA Library. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki.

HOW SEARCH ENGINES WORK:
From the BE SPECIFIC WEB SITE: 10/19/2009
New Free, Full Text Book Available Online - Search User Interfaces:

Search User Interfaces by Marti A. Hearst [the author, with permission of Cambridge University Press, has placed the full text online free of charge. See the terms of service]: 
"This book focuses on the human users of search engines and the tool they use to interact with them: the search user interface. The truly worldwide reach of the Web has brought with it a new realization among computer scientists and laypeople of the enormous importance of usability and user interface design. In the last ten years, much has become understood about what works in search interfaces from a usability perspective, and what does not. Researchers and practitioners have developed a wide range of innovative interface ideas, but only the most broadly acceptable make their way into major web search engines. This book summarizes these developments, presenting the state of the art of search interface design, both in academic research and in deployment in commercial systems. Many books describe the algorithms behind search engines and information retrieval systems, but the unique focus of this book is specifically on the user interface."
The book is available, full text, and free of charge, here: http://searchuserinterfaces.com/book/

LIBRARY SERVICES TO PATRONS:
Libraries offering more services to patrons and seen as more valuable than ever after the Global Economic Crisis: ALA STUDY SEPT 2009 http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2008_2009/librariesconnectcommunities3.pdf

LIBRARY BLOGS:
100 best blogs for librarians of the future

findingDulcinea bills itself as the "librarian of the internet" and has a collection of web guides on various topics. (via Points of Reference)  http://www.findingdulcinea.com/home.html

ALSO: 
http://www.findingdulcinea.com/guides/Technology/Internet/Dulcineas-Guide-to-Searching-on-the-Web.html

INTERNATIONAL LIBRARIANSHIP:
AL publishes international supplement 
American Libraries has published a digital supplement to its flagship publication, 
AL DIGITAL MAGAZINE American Libraries Magazine, for the international library community. “Global Mission, Global Membership” is available in digital format only and coincides with IFLA’s 75th World Library and Information Congress August 23–27 in Milan. This supplement takes readers through the opportunities offered to members and the wider profession by the American Library Association. You can view, print, and share this digital issue of American Libraries....

LIB SCI BLOG FROM MARYDEE OJALA ON LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY: http://www.onlineinsider.net/

Heinberg, Richard   OUR EVANESCENT CULTURE AND THE AWESOME DUTY OF LIBRARIANS  (Energy Bulletin, October 7, 2009) How secure is our civilization’s accumulated knowledge?  Educator and author Heinberg notes that earlier civilizations over the millennia have disappeared, having given insufficient thought to how their societies’ achievements would be preserved.  Although the sheer volume of modern cultural materials is unprecedented, in many ways our modern heritage is uniquely vulnerable, and large swaths of it are at risk of being swept away at astonishing speed.  The problem, notes Heinberg, is digitization -– not just that storage formats become obsolete, but that the entire cultural enterprise depends on electricity: “digitization represents a huge bet on society’s ability to keep the lights on forever.”  The real threats to modern information are systemic vulnerabilities, such as aging infrastructure and declining supplies of fossil fuels to power the electric grid.  He says that the message is clear: don’t let books die, and promote skills-based education to keep the practical and performing arts alive.  Available online at http://www.energybulletin.net/node/50315

YOU TUBE LIBRARY FAVORITES:
Libraries get creative on YouTube: Five favorites
Charlie Thomason writes: “There are some highly imaginative librarians and library lovers out there and some of them have been making a big splash on YouTube. So, we decided to sort through and pick out our favorite library-related YouTube videos.” One of them is this 2007 parody of The Wizard of Oz (2:10) from the Salt Lake County (Utah) Library...
LIBRARIES: OPEN ACCESS TO INFORMATION IMPORTANT: UNIVERSITIES ARE TOLD: http://tinyurl.com/yhkzc7t 

LITERATURE:

SPREADSHEET OF FICTION STORIES:  
SPREADSHEET FICTION
If you've ever been asked for a spreadsheet of all the short stories that have appeared in BASS (Best American Short Stories) 1978-2008, Jake has already obliged . 
More about best American short stories by the numbers at The Millions. 
And if your interest is New Yorker Fiction 2003-2008 by the numbers, there's a spreadsheet for that too, courtesy of Frank. See also analysis at The Millions.
POWERPOINT AIDS:

5 best web sites for free clip art downloads: 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/the-best-websites-for-free-clipart-downloads/

POWERPOINT TEMPLATES, ALL FREE: POWERPOINT TEMPLATES:
http://www.templateswise.com/

For inserting into POWERPOINTS: Copyright Friendly - Copyright Friendly Resources  
Copyright Friendly http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/10/copyright-friendly-copyright-friendly.html is a wiki full of links to copyright friendly images and sounds resources. With proper attribution (in some cases no attribution) the images and sounds found in the links can be used for websites, blogs, podcasts, and other multimedia presentations. In addition to the images and sounds resources, you will find links to resources for creating avatars, creating graphs, and creating concept maps.  Applications for Education
Finding copyright friendly images and sounds can be a time-consuming task. The Copyright Friendly wiki provides you and your students with an abundance of excellent resources.

Every Stock Photo - Search Free Photos 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_TkhlSyyP58U/SuECnU6ByYI/AAAAAAAAFBE/wrnc8AvG2lU/s400/Picture+3.png]Every Stock Photo is a search engine for free, high quality, images that you can use in slideshows, videos, and in blog posts. Every Stock Photo has some search refinement options that distinguish it from other Public Domain and Creative Commons search tools. Under the advanced search menu on Every Stock Photo you can refine your search by license type, image source, image size (specify a range of pixel dimensions), and image shape.
Every Stock Photo was included in a recent Webware article about public multimedia sources. 
Applications for Education Every Stock Photo could be a good place for students to find images for use in your Power point  presentations.
GENERAL LESSON PLANS:

GOOGLE EARTH AND MAP LESSON PLANS:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2010/05/google-earth-and-maps-lesson-plans.html

LESSON PLANS FOR TEACHING MUSIC AND CULTURE:  ARTSEDGE
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/07/arts-edge-podcasts-and-lesson-plans.html
(from the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.)
Arts Edge, produced by the Kennedy Center, is a collection of podcasts, lesson plans, and links for teaching music and culture. The podcast directory is where you will find an eclectic collection of podcasts featuring music ranging from Jazz in DC to Music from China. The "Teach" section of Arts Edge is a good place to find lesson plans for teaching music and culture. As a teacher of US History, the lesson on Civil War music caught my attention.

NATIONAL PARKS  -- LESSON PLANS ON by RICHARD BYRNE
The National Parks Digital Story Telling Modules  (from the Website, Free Technology for Teachers): "The new Ken Burns documentary The National Parks: America's Best Idea premiered on PBS
last night. I'd been eagerly anticipating this series since I first heard about it in late July and it did not disappoint me. Prior to watching the first episode I did some exploring on the website
established for The National Parks: America's Best Idea. On the website I found some great lesson plans that incorporate a variety of digital storytelling tools including Google Earth. In addition to the lesson
plans, PBS has put together eleven modules that will teach you and your students how to create place-based digital stories from start to finish. The digital storytelling modules include screencasts showing you how to do each task each step in the digital story creation process.

Applications for Education
Many of the lesson plans designed to accompany The National Parks: America's Best Idea provide a great opportunity to combine elements of geography, history, and writing into one lesson. Two of my favorite lessons, and ones that I might try with one of my classes, are Mapping the National Parks and Images of the Parks." 

WEBSITES DISCUSSED ARE:

http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/for-educators/lesson-plans/

ANTI BIAS LESSONS FOR K to 12 EDUCATORS: http://www.adl.org/education/curriculum_connections/

EDSITEMENT: http://edsitement.neh.gov
http://www.thegateway.org  lesson plans and curriculum resources, search by subject, theme or year level
http://globaledge.msu.edu   more than a business site
http://earthtrends.wri.org    a really nice, up to date site for all things environmental
National Geographic Kids has a wide variety of games, puzzles, and activities for students of elementary school age. National Geographic Kids has nine games specifically for developing geography skills.

Learning Together offers four activities for learning about the geography of the United States. Learning Together also offers a game about world geography and a game about European geography.

http://teacherswork.co.nz  supplies free resources to educators, includes lesson plans, tutorials and demos
The National Center for Education Statistics hosts a collection of games and tools for students. Dare to Compare is a quiz section of Kids' Zone where students can test their knowledge of civics, economics, history, geography, mathematics, and science. After taking each quiz the students are shown the correct answers. Dare to Compare also allows students to see the national and international average rate of correct answers.

There are many, many places on the Internet where you can find lesson plans and other resources for classroom use (you're at one of those places now). Even the most prolific bloggers can't reproduce the volume of content that a crowd can produce. Just take a look at Classroom 2.0 for proof of that. Teacher Linx is a newer website that is trying to harness the power of a networked crowd to generate useful content for teachers.

Teacher Linx is a place where teachers can create lesson plans and share lesson plans with each other. Teacher Linx provides a platform on which teachers can find lesson plans for a variety of content areas and grade levels. To encourage teachers to share their lesson plans, Teacher Linx will reward teachers with a $15 Starbucks Card for every 30 lesson plans they upload.

Applications for Education
I browsed through the lesson plans on Teacher Linx and, as you might expect, they varied in depth and quality. If you're willing to spend some time searching and browsing, you should find some that are relevant to your curriculum.

Brain Bashers offers visitors a nice selection of word games, logic games, and puzzles. Brain Bashers is updated regularly with many games that change daily and new games added every week.Brain Bashers was developed and is maintained by Kevin Stone. Kevin Stone is a mathematics teacher in England.
The Discovery Channel website lets you test your trivia knowledge while playing the same quizzes the contestants on Cash Cab play. Play the Cash Cab quiz game and earn fictitious money for every question you answer correctly. Answer three questions incorrectly and the game is over.
Lesson Plans for U.S. HISTORY from the DIGITAL HISTORY site from the University of Houston: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/lesson_pl.cfm
A Lifetime of Color - Lesson Plans Incorporating Art 
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_TkhlSyyP58U/St5MGL07N4I/AAAAAAAAE_k/6qZnq9lZYUE/s400/Picture+16.png]A Lifetime of Color is one of the resources that was listed today in a blog post on Curious Works. The Curious Works post is full of art education resources. A Lifetime of Color offers lesson plans incorporating art activities into Language Arts, Science, Mathematics, Music, and Social Studies. The lesson plans are designed for use with K-8 students. You can search for lesson plans by subject area or you can search for lesson plans by grade level.
In addition to lesson plans, A Lifetime of Color offers a collection of games and interactive activities for learning about artists and learning to create art. Applications for Education
A Lifetime of Color's lesson plans could be useful for finding new ways to combine content areas through the creation of art projects. 
Online Art Education from the Smithsonian: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/08/online-art-education-smithsonian-art.html
Teacher Professional Development and Teacher Resources by Annenberg Media 
http://www.learner.org/index.html A library of multimedia professional development workshops and other resources for teachers of K-12 through college, searchable, and browsable by broad topic and grade level. There are also some presentations for students and adult learners as well.
Games, Projects, and Lesson Plans About Energy  by RICHARD BYRNE
[image: Picture+4][image: Picture+4]Energy Kids is a website produced by the US Energy Information Administration for the purpose of educating students about energy and its many forms. Energy Kids provides a wealth of easily accessible information about energy which students can use to play games, solve riddles, and take quizzes about energy. Some of the games students will find include Energy Sudoku, crossword puzzles, and riddles. Energy Kids also provides students of all ages with ideas and outlines for science fair projects around the energy theme. The science fair projects are available as free PDF downloads.
Applications for Education
For teachers, Energy Kids offers dozens of free lesson plans that can be downloaded as PDFs. The lesson plans are arranged by grade level. Teachers will also find a wealth of links to other sites containing resources for teaching lessons about energy. If your students are looking for science fair project ideas, Energy Kids offers them a good selection of project ideas. Students needing to convert units of energy from one measurement to another, should find the Energy Kids energy calculator to be handy.

Here are some related items that may be of interest to you:
A Crash Course in Wind Energy
Exploring Alternative Energy Sources
Coal Mining Practices Outlined in Google Earth 
· [bookmark: 7]
· U.S. Government Studies Games  by RICHARD BYRNE
[image: Picture+17]Law Focused Education, a subsidiary of the State Bar of Texas, has developed some good games about US Government. Law Focused Education has thirteen games that could be used in Civics and Social Studies classrooms across the United States. 
The games offered by Law Focused Education cover topics like the Bill of Rights, the US Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and the Branches of Government. One topic addressed by Law Focused Education that you don't often see turned into a game is Federalists v. Anti-Federalists. 

LESSON PLANS FOR HISTORIC MAPS:
http://www.newberry.org/K12maps/module_index/index.html

LESSON PLANS FOR TEACHING ABOUT NATIONAL PARKS IN THE USA:
http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/for-educators/lesson-plans/

and: http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/

ONLINE ART ACTIVITIES AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/07/online-art-activities-at-national.html

LESSON PLANS FOR TEACHING THE INTERNET:
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/big6/big6list.html#examples

ONLINE ART ACTIVITIES AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/07/online-art-activities-at-national.html

CIVICS LESSON PLANS FROM THE SHMOOP WEB SITE:
http://www.shmoop.com/civics/

Playing History is a collection of 128 games related to topics in US and World History as well as civics and geography. The games come from a variety of sources across the web. Feedback on every game and suggestions for future additions are welcomed by the hosts of the site. Visitors to Playing History can search for games by using the tag cloud, by using the search box, or just browse through the entire list.

Think About History is a fun trivia game on History.com. The object of the game is to cross the playing board by correctly answering a sequence of history trivia questions. The game has multiple levels that get progressively more difficult throughout the game. The questions on Think About History are a mix of video-based and text-based questions. The game can be played as an individual game or a two player game.
ESL:
An ESL WIKI is at http://eslres1.pbworks.com (thanks to Alain Mesa and Pierre Ntekwa for their initial work on this WIKI)

Many Things is a website offering ESL students and teachers an extensive collection of games, quizzes, and other online learning activities. Visitors to Many Things will find materials appropriate for beginning through advanced ESL students. In addition to games and quizzes, visitors will find listening activities made possible through the use of MP3 recordings. Many Things also offers visitors video lessons on speaking and writing English. Embedded below is an example of the video lessons you can find on Many Things.

MY ENGLISH IMAGES: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/08/my-english-images-resources-for-esl-ell.html

ESL PRINTABLES: LESSON PLANS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE CLASSROOM:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/05/esl-printables-worksheets-and-lesson.html
ESL VIDEOS: Free ESL video quizzes and resources for ESL / EFL students and teachers.www.eslvideo.com
The Grammar Practice Park produced by Harcourt School Publishers provides 12 games for students in grades three, four, and five.

The British Council's Learn English website offers 69 interactive activities for learning the rules of grammar. The activities are not listed by grade level so you will have to preview them to determine which activities are best suited for your students.
The Writing Center at Harvard University
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr/resources.html
The Writing Center at Harvard University is perhaps the oldest formal writing center at an American university, and their complementary website presents a valuable trove of instructional handouts for writers young and old. On this page, visitors will find over a dozen helpful handouts with
titles such as "How to Read an Assignment", "Essay Structure", "Developing a Thesis", "Summary", and "Revising the Draft". Each piece is written in clear prose, and the advice offered is sound and practical. Also, visitors should note that the site also includes a link to Harvard's guide to citation and
integration of sources, "Writing with Sources", and a selection of links to other related writing style guides.

Includes the following instructional handouts:
· How to Read an Assignment 
· Moving from Assignment to Topic 
· How to Do a Close Reading 
· Overview of the Academic Essay: Thesis, Argument and Counterargument 
· Essay Structure 
· Developing a Thesis 
· Beginning the Academic Essay 
· Outlining 
· Counter-Argument 
· Summary 
· Topic Sentences and Signposting 
· Transitioning: Beware of Velcro 
· How to Write a Comparative Analysis 
· Ending the Essay: Conclusions 
· Revising the Draft 
· Editing the Essay, Part One 
· Editing the Essay, Part Two 
· Tips on Grammar, Punctuation, and Style 
 FREE DATABASES: 
FREE PATENTS ONLINE A Patent Database
http://www.freepatentsonline.com
Searching for patents is crucial if you need to keep up to date on the innovations of a competitor, find a specialist in a research field or build your knowledgebase for a specific technology. FreePatentsOnline is a search engine of existing patents. You can use it to browse by keyword, by patenting companies or by
TEACHING THE INTERNET:
Virtual Chase Internet Tutorials: “The Skill of the Hunt: Effective Research Strategies for Finding Information on the Web.” and Virtual Chase Research Guides for Using the Internet Effectively: http://www.virtualchase.com/articles.shtml
Both sets of tutorials come from the highly esteemed Virtual Chase, a web site used by information professionals around the world. The Research Guides includes how to find information on “Companies”; “Legal Research”; “People Finder”; “Search Engines”; “How to Find Federal and State Statutes Online”; “How to Find Federal Legislation by Topic”; “Finding Statistics Online”; “How to find a Treaty Ratified by the U.S.”; and “U.S. Government Web Sites as Starting Points.”   Virtual Chase also has an online article on “Teaching Internet Research Skills” at http://www.virtualchase.com/researchskills
SUNY (State University of New York) at ALBANY LIBRARIES. Internet Tutorials: 
http://library.albany.edu/usered/ 
AND
http://library.albany.edu/usered/tutorials.html
Many professionals view these set of free tutorials as the best yet available on the Web. Designed for the students, professors and staff at SUNY Albany, but these professional, value added handouts are useful for anyone.  Web Site is divided into 5 separate sections:
Section I: Internet Tutorials: “Using and Searching the Web,”  “A Basic Guide to the Internet,” “How to Connect to the Internet,” Understanding the World Wide Web.”

Section II: Research Guides:  “Checklist of Internet Research Tips,” “Conducting Research on the Internet,” and “Evaluating Internet Resources.”
Section III: Search Engines, Subject Directories and the Deep Web.  “Getting Started: Selecting a Tool for your Search,” “Boolean Searching on the Internet,” “The Deep Web,” “How to Search a Search Engine Effectively,” “Searching the Internet: Recommended Sites and Search Tools,” and “Second Generation Searching on the Web.” 
Section IV: Browsers. “Internet Explorer and Lynx”
Section V: Plagiarism
Beginners Central covers basic Internet operations, such as email, ftp, user groups, downloading, how to Post messages, etc. Only relevant to those IRC FSNS who truly do need the basics.  Concise and easy to read instructions. The Web Site is available at: http://www.refdesk.com/factbeg.html

Marylaine Block’s presentations and handouts on the Internet (http://marylaine.com/handouts.html) include two presentations: one on Basic Internet Searching and the other is covering Advanced Internet Searching. This Web site also offers specific presentations on Business Reference Resources on the net, Internet Trends Affecting Librarians and Health/Medical Resources. Nice set of tutorials from an accomplished librarian. Her presentations give a sense of how to organize materials in a formal training workshop, especially for IRCs that haven’t done many formal presentations.

Netsquirrel.com (Patrick Crispen) “Internet, PC and Classroom resources” Includes the following modules: “Computer Care 101: Keeping your Computer Healthy,” “Computer Care 102: Top 10 Troubleshooting Tips and Tricks,” “Designing Online Communities,” “How Internet Filters Work,” “Google 101—Stop Searching and Start Finding,” “Google 201: Advanced Googology,” “Guidelines for Good Web Design,” “Students as Teachers of Technology,” “Web Page Design, Parts 1 and 2,”and “The Tour bus Guide to the Most Useful Sites in the World (Updated for 2003)” (http://netsquirrel.com)

University of California at Berkeley’s Class Handouts on “Finding Information on the Internet, A Tutorial.”  Updated June 2003. Specific Tutorials include: “Using Search Engines,” “Search Strategies: Using Directory Information with hands-on exercises,” “ Research Quality Web Searching: How to Insure Results,” “and “Evaluating Web Pages.” http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Handouts.html

Also consult: http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/FindInfo.html

Baylor University Libraries. “Library Instruction Tutorials.”  Tutorials include: “Web Site Evaluation Criteria for Libraries,” “General Guides to Research,” “Subject-Specific Guides,” “Interactive Tutorials,” “Guides to the Internet and Evaluation of Resources,” “Designing Tutorials.”  http://www3.baylor.edu/LIRT/lirtproj.html

Ohio State University Libraries, NET-TUTOR.
 http://liblearn.osu.edu/tutor/


5 GREAT SUBJECT DIRECTORIES AND HOW TO USE THEM:
http://www.webupon.com/Search-Engines/Top-Five-Subject-Directories-and-How-to-Use-Them.697595 You can print out and use as a handout for your classes

VIDEO: WEB SEARCH STRATEGIES: http://commoncraft.com/search

ONLINE WEB TOOLS FOR THE BEGINNER: 
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17939_109-10375115-2.html?part=rss&tag=feed&subj=Webware

10 MOST USEFUL ONLINE TOOLS EVER:
http://www.cluebert.com/blog-and-web/10-most-useful-online-tools-ever/

While working with some of my colleagues in a workshop earlier this week, I was reminded that a lot of people aren't familiar with tools and strategies for refining Internet search results. In response to that experience, I sat down this morning and created this short guide to 15 tools and strategies for helping your students (and your colleagues) improve their Internet search results.

 I've embedded the guide below in two different forms which you can download for free.
http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1hp1q/BeyondGoogle15Toolsa/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yudu.com%2Fembed%2Flibrary_item%2F106121%3Fmode%3Dflipbook

http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1hp1q/BeyondGoogle15Toolsa/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yudu.com%2Fembed%2Flibrary_item%2F106121%3Fmode%3Dflipbook

CHEAT SHEETS:

145 Useful cheat sheets for some of the most widely used tools on the web: http://www.dreamcss.com/2009/04/145-new-quick-cheat-sheets-for-some-of.html

Great software cheat sheets
Need a handy printout for some of the software that you or your staff use? Here are some application cheat sheets for Microsoft Office, web browsers, Linux, Photoshop, Twitter, Vi/Vim, and search engine optimization that you can post on a nearby bulletin board. A few others can be found here....

Another listing of software Cheat Sheets is provided by:
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/14-great-cheat-sheets-posters-to-make-you-a-software-wizard/

STATISTICS:
ECONSTATS:   www.econstats.com/index.htm

2010 CIA FACTBOOK: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

Also, please read the article in the Washington Post on the usefulness of the CIA FACTBOOK: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/13/AR2009101303473.html
Federal Agency Statistical reports: Where to find statistics about the US?:
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/fed_reports.html

[image: Picture+8]This We Know is a search engine for US Government data about your community. To find data about your community simply enter your community's name or enter your community's zip code. This We Know draws its data from Data.gov. Some of the data that you will find include the number of factories in a community, rate of violent crime, and demographics.
Applications for Education This We Know could be the starting place for a student research project comparing communities. Students can compare communities and then present a case, based on the data, for which community they would most like to live
COMPARE STATE DATA WITH DATAMASHER: HTTP://WWW.DATAMASHER.ORG/
From the "about" page: How do the States Compare? Mash up some government data to find out!
The Federal Government produces an immeasurable amount of data each day. DataMasher helps citizens have a little fun with those data by creating mashups to visualize them in different ways and see how states compare on important issues. Users can combine different data sets in interesting ways and create their own custom rankings of the states. Want to learn more? Watch this brief screencast. http://www.datamasher.org/node/106
MEDICINE AND HEALTH:
MEDICAL ANIMATION LIBRARY: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/05/medical-animation-library.html
 
Searching PubMED by Amanda Dinscore, Librarian at the California State University Libraries:
http://libguides.csufresno.edu/pubmed

COPYRIGHT:
COPYRIGHT FOR EDUCATORS:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2009/04/copyright-for-educators.html 



LAW:
ACCESSING U.S. COURT OPINIONS: http://openjurist.org/

AMERICAN INDIANS:
THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN WORKS: http://digitalprojects.libraries.uc.edu/szwedzicki/index.asp

JOURNALISM WIKI:
http://journres1.pbworks.com
(Thanks to the talented RWANDA IRC for their initial work on this WIKI!)

OTHER RESOURCES:

Investigator’s Toolbox:  http://www.virtuallibrarian.com/it/
Theses from Canada: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/thesescanada/index-e.html
Theses from Cornell University:  http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/39
Subject Guides from Boston University Libraries: Covers many disciplines and topics:
http://www.bu.edu/library/guides/

Collection of UN Yearbooks:  http://unyearbook.un.org/
Free E-Books Directory: http://www.e-booksdirectory.com/
Adelaide Classic E Books:  http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/meta/authors.html
MAIN PAGE AT: http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/

USING PRIMARY RESOURCES ON THE WEB: http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/history/resources/pubs/usingprimarysources/index.cfm  
(ALA AND RUSA PUB)

AnthroBase.com:  A Searchable, multilingual database of anthropological texts:  http://www.anthrobase.com/
Blog Scholar: Academic Blogging Portal: http://www.blogscholar.com/
Native Americans in California: Pictures, Digital Collections, Memoirs: http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/calcultures/ethnic_groups/ethnic4.html

MANUALS:
Manuals Online: the User Manual Site: 
http://www.manualsonline.com/

APPENDIX from Modified version of Kathy Schrock's Critical Evaluation Survey : Secondary School Level. Used with permission. Modified by Barbara A. Jansen. 1.13.04, rev. 12.03.07.
Web Site Evaluation Guide 
Your name(s): ____________________________________________________________ 
Web site URL: http://______________________________________________________ 
Title of web site: __________________________________________________________ 
Content 

Is the purpose (inform, persuade, sell, entertain) of the site indicated on the home page? If you answer “yes” circle one) YES / NO 
If not, can you guess the purpose(s) of the web page? Write it here. _____________________ 
Could that purpose cause the web author to be biased? YES / NO 
Do you feel as though the document is trying to convince you of something? YES / NO 
Look at the advertising on the page. Could the companies paying for the ads influence the content or cause bias? YES / NO 
Is the information useful for your purpose? YES / NO 
Would it have been easier to get the information somewhere else? YES / NO 
Would information somewhere else have been different? YES / NO 
If so, why?_______________________________________________________________ 
Did the information lead you to other sources that were useful? YES / NO 
When was the document created? ____________________________________________ 
Is the information current? YES / NO 
Does up-to-date information matter for your purpose? YES / NO 
Does the information appear biased? YES / NO 
Does the author express his or her opinion as fact? YES / NO 
Does the author support his ideas with references to show that he has done research? YES / NO 
Does the information contradict something you found somewhere else? YES / NO 
Briefly describe the contents of this site: 

Authority 
Is there a person or organization responsible for the web page? YES / NO 
Write the name of the person or the organization. ____________________________________ 
Is there an e-mail address to contact the author or authors? YES / NO 
What authority or credentials does the person or organization have? Describe. 
Is the Web page linked to a home page for an organization, commercial enterprise, or individual? (Circle one) 
Has the site been reviewed by an online reviewing agency or won awards? YES / NO 
Does the domain (i.e. edu, com, gov) of the page influence your evaluation of the site? YES / NO 
Are you positive that the information is true? YES / NO 
What can you do to prove that it is true?____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you satisfied that the information is useful for your purpose? YES / NO 
If not, what can you do next? _____________________________________________________ 
Are you using this web page for your paper or project? YES / NO 

Modified version of Kathy Schrock's Critical Evaluation Survey : Secondary School Level. Used with permission. Modified by Barbara A. Jansen. 1.13.04, rev. 12.03.07.
Over all compilation of resources by IRO Steve Perry, Washington, D.C. April 4 2010

E-MAIL: perrystephen@fastmail.fm

Other resources at: http://www.tinyurl.com/6dfaxn
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[not-yet-mplemented-user] gave everyone access.
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[~ Fm most excited about how Google Wave combines a ot of the best features from  Oct 20
s catalani.ryan@googlowave.com (and Manny Guendulay, lorenrbaum@googlewave.com):
different applications.

I mean, we can aleady use Goagle Docs to simply share notes and collaborate on assignments, o some extent, But
with Google Wavs
« Students can collaborate in real-time, which would be imporart in
o Notetaking, as mentioned above, because il could be useful to see how your pariner views the subject and their
notes. Also, students could ask questions to each other n the wave. This concept is known as a backehann, see
‘Google Wave as a colaborative learning ool andior The Backchannel
 Collaboraive projcts,aiso mentioned above - but with Wave's eak-time abiltie, partners could aso discuss
Ghanges and ideas, not just aggregate them on a single page (as is possible with Google Docs).
« Students and instrucors can use the play-back abilty
© Soinstructors can see exaclly who did wha, and see the progression of ideas. This s 67 of the biggest
dilemmas for teachers and students with assigning collaborative projects.
o fa new student or moritarng feache jins a group, which aready has a wave established, they can play back
the changes and see how the discussion s going.
« Potentily, extensions and bots can be used to enhance learning.
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